
This talk traces the development of the Malay language from a small language on the Southwestern 
edge of insular Southeast Asia to its lingua franca and, eventually, one of the largest languages in the 
world. I argue that even though it never was the language with the most speakers in the area, at every 
critical juncture, the adoption and promotion of Malay by a dominant state made the choice of Malay 
inevitable. 
 


